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and then too sweeping. Thus, he remarks in 
the preface : " The scribe of the Lindisfarne 
MS. never employs the letters v or j." Be- 
sides seeming to settle off-hand the question 
whether a variety of hands were employed 
on the gloss, thus apparently contradicting 
his own opinion as expressed in the Preface 
to John's Gospel, p. viii, he ignores the fact, 
patent to all, that there is a v on the very 
first page of his editing, onginnvm, i 5 , and 
two more on the second, vurit, 2 T 5, and vritt, 
218. 

But it would be cavilling to dwell so long 
upon these matters as to obscure the fact that 
this is, in general, a good edition, if by that 
we are to understand the faithful transcript 
of a text or texts. Upon this, with whatever 
emendations may finally be necessary in detail, 
the investigations of scholars may safely be 
based. 

Albert S. Cook. 
University of California. 



Elorian's Fables : selected and edited for the 
use of schools by the Rev. Charles 
Yeld, M. A., Head Master of University 
School, Nottingham, etc. : [In Macmil- 
lan's Illustrated Primary Series ; Edited 
by G. Eugene-Fasnacht, etc.] 

This is a beautiful and thoroughly unique 
little book. " Infinite riches in a little room " 
is a not inapt description of it. Within the 
limits of 100 open, clear, and beautifully printed 
i6mo pages, it contains twenty of Florian's 
best Fables, each with an appropriate intro- 
duction, and with full notes and vocabularies; 
a series of twenty well-constructed exercises 
for translation into French, paraphrasing each 
of the Fables ; twenty dialogues, based on 
the same ; a full alphabetical list of irregular 
verbs in their principal parts, and a complete 
index : to which are to be added a scholarly 
historical introduction, and ten very amusing 
pictures — all for forty cents! So much that is 
good and pretty, for so little money, it would 
be hard to find in any other book. 

Yet when we come to define the little 
volume more closely we confess to some 
hesitation and uncertainty. The main title 
informs us that it is for the use of schools, by 
a Head Master, with philological and 



explanatory notes, etc : yet it belongs to 
the "Illustrated Primary Series." To 
satisfy both these views in so brief a space 
was perhaps impossible ; so there has been a 
division, with the advantage decidedly against 
the primary view. The pictures are indeed 
"primary," and will vastly entertain the little 
ones — while they are good enough also to 
amuse bigger children too. But all the rest of 
the book — except perhaps the text itself— lies 
outside of what we should call primary work. 
The notes "philological and explanatory" 
are on a higher plane of scholarship, and are 
indeed excellent for even advanced schools. 
The vocabularies — one for each fable — are 
etymological throughout, and imply a fair 
knowledge of Latin. The exercises and dia- 
logues, and indeed the whole apparatus except 
the pictures, contradict the presumption that 
the book is intended by the editor for the use 
of children in the primary study of French. 
Hence the little book, small as it is, may have 
some difficulty in settling down into its proper 
place : indeed, this writer is quite inclined to 
give it a trial with, a class of collegians who 
would be deeply insulted at being called 
"primary." Seriously, we fear that the pic- 
tures — pretty as they are — and the " Primary " 
title will cause this excellent little book to be 
misunderstood and underrated. We commend 
it, therefore, to the personal inspection of our 
colleagues, for schools and lower college 
classes. 

But with all its merits, the best thing in it is a 
passage from the otherwise scholarly intro- 
duction, on the Relation of French to Latin, 
which passage we cannot deny ourselves the 
pleasure of giving, entire, to those unsuspect- 
ing speakers and writers of " the American 
dialects " who read the Modern Language 
Notes. Many strange things have appeared 
in the Notes, but nothing stranger than this ! 

"One might hint at a parallel which seems 
to exist in the revolt of the American colonies 
from the sovereignty of Britain, and the effect 
of this revolt upon the American dialect : 
more startling in some respects than the 
change from classical Latin to Old French. 
Hundreds of words have been invented and 
have found a home in America, which are, to 
say the least, extraordinary. Every one 
knows the strong preterites in the stanza — 
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'As stealthily to steal he stole, 

His chink he softly chunk ; 
And many a leary smile he smole, 

And many a wink he wunk.' 

It is to be hoped they may never be used 
otherwise than by way of joke — to show what 
Red Republicanism in letters will condescend 
to : but remembering by what subtle and un- 
perceived stages of attachment words worm 
themselves into the diction and grammar of a 
language, one cannot help wondering what 
the American dialects will grow to, under the 
liberty of invention and alteration which every 
American citizen claims as his heritage in 
literature as in all else. The " Queen's Eng- 
lish " rriay some day become almost as un- 
intelligible to our American cousin as the 
Carlovingian Latin is to the modern Parisian." 

Edward S. Joynes. 
South Carolina College. 



LANGUAGE AND DIALECT IN 
GERMAN. 

Schriftsprache und Dialekte itn Deutschen 
nach Zeugnissen alter und neuer Zeit. 
Beitrage zur Geschichte der deutschen 
Sprache von A. Soon. 544 pages. 

This is a very large book, containing almost 
no new and original investigations. Two- 
thirds of it is made up of quotations from 
documental sources, from early grammarians 
and from many authors whose views are 
quoted or paraphrased on some of the most 
knotty and still unsettled questions in the 
history of the German language, and concern- 
ing the nature of language in general, of a 
literary language, and of a dialect. Where 
Socin adduces "Zeugnisse," often new ones 
found by himself, from original documents, 
rare tracts and books of the fifteenth, sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, his compilation is 
very valuable even to the specialist. But the 
book runs in a popular vein in part, and is 
even sensational, e. g. such words as "Spra- 
chenhass, Verzweiflungskampf " of dialects do 
not belong to the scientific vocabulary. The 
author apologizes frankly for any prejudice in 
favor of his native dialect, the Alemannic. 

One is tempted to say of Socin's book what 
the London Academy said of Skeat's ' Princi- 
ples of English Etymology,' " It is hard to tell 
for whom the book is intended." Its possible 
value to the philologist is indicated above. 
Its chief end, I venture to say. is to furnish 



the teachers of German at the ' Gymnasium,' 
' Realschule ' and at foreign institutions from 
the High School to the University, with a 
history of the German language; but the book 
can hardly be called ' Contributions ' to such a 
history. Its main subject is the origin of the 
written language and its relation to the dia- 
lects in the different historical periods. It 
does for the teacher who has not all the 
' Hiilfsmittel ' at command in the history of 
the language and the dialects, what the new 
editions of Heyse's, Becker's and Blatz's 
large grammars are intended and able to do 
for him in the field of grammar. Only the 
last revisers of Heyse and Becker should 
have left the old rut enough to put the treat- 
ment of the sounds in a separate chapter 
called "phonology;" and Blatz should re- 
cognize that a, i, u are not the only primitive 
vowels. Socin's book and the grammars 
just mentioned, are essentially teachers' aids. 
I doubt that even an advanced student will 
come to the surface having once plunged into 
such a book. 

Very interesting reading are the last 200 
pages, which treat of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. The appendix has a 
special chapter on Jacob Grimm and one on 
the grammatical theories of the author about 
the relation of written language to dialect 
(romantic point of view) ; on those of Hum- 
boldt, Heyse, Becker (metaphysical point of 
view) ; on those of Raumer and Wacker- 
nagel (pedagogical and provincial) ; on those 
of Schleicher, who looks upon language as 
a living organism ; on those of ROckert and 
Scherer (aesthetic and political point of 
view); finally, on those of the "Junggram- 
matiker," as Socin chooses to call a certain 
number of progressive and energetic investi- 
gators, who are supposed to be bigotted 
worshippers of Sound and of the principle of 
Analogy — "the heavenly maid," as an old 
believer calls his idol, Parataxis. The resume' 
of certain chapters of Paul's ' Principien der 
Sprachgeschichte ' given by Socin, and Sie- 
vers' article in the 'Encyclopaedia Britannica ' 
under " Philology," will do much to scatter 
the pernicious germs of modern philology in 
Germany, England and America. 

On the theories as to the origin of written 
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